Academic Integrity Guidelines

The Abington Heights School District holds high regard for academic integrity and expects all students to demonstrate honest and ethical behavior when submitting assigned work. All grades and credits issued by the Abington Heights School District are based upon the principles of academic integrity and must be a representation of a student’s own ability. Any use of another’s person’s words, ideas, or research findings must be formally acknowledged according to acceptable standards of documentation.

Students should understand the definitions of cheating and plagiarism. Furthermore, they should understand that certain procedures will be followed and appropriate consequences administered when Academic Integrity guidelines have been violated. Parents are encouraged to inquire about students’ assignments through the “In-Touch” program and should be familiar with the Academic Integrity Guidelines. Teachers will instruct students in the proper methods of documentation and will clearly define the standards and assessment guidelines for each assignment. The Abington Heights High School follows the documentation style set forth by the Modern Language Association (MLA).

DEFINITIONS: 
Cheating – the deliberate use of unauthorized notes, calculators, cheat sheets, computers, or material forbidden by the instructor. Cheating also includes, but is not limited to, copying answers from another student or providing questions or answers to another student. This includes homework as well as tests, quizzes, and projects.
Plagiarism – the act of using another person’s words and /or ideas without giving proper credit.

Consequences: The administration will review allegations of academic integrity violations, and will follow the chain of consequences listed below for offenses of cheating, and/or plagiarism.

First Offense:
1. Grade of “0%” on particular assignment.

2. Parent notification

3. One detention

Second Offense:
1. Grade of “0%” on particular assignment

2. Parent notification

3. 1 day of in-school suspension

Third Offense:
1. Grade of “0%” on particular assignment

2. Parent notification

3. 3 days of Out-Of-School suspension

*** Possible loss of credit from the course

Major Academic Integrity Violation are serious breeches of integrity that threaten the academic credibility of the Abington Heights School District. Such offenses include, but are not limited to, acts that involve individuals who do or attempt to do any of the following: steal tests/quizzes, duplicate tests/quizzes using electronic devices (camera phones), purchase material to be handed in as their own work, hire individuals to produce work for them, or hack into a school computer system to obtain secure information. Note that hacking will result in a loss of computer privilege. Such loss of privilege could result in a student’s removal from any course in which computer access is essential.

CONSEQUENCES:

First Offense:

1. Grade of “0%” on particular assignment

2. Parent notification

3. 3 days Out-Of-School Suspension

4. Possible loss of credit for the course

Second Offense:

1. Grade of “0%” on particular assignment

2. Parent notification

3. 5 days Out-Of-School Suspension

4. Possible expulsion hearing or placement in an alternative education facility.

The administration reserves the right to remove or suspend a student from extra curricular activities for major Academic Integrity Violations. The Administration reserves the right to remove or suspend a student from the Honor Society for any violation of the Academic Integrity Guidelines. The nedd to take these actions will be evaluated on a case by case basis.
